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Congratulations, your child is enrolled in a preschool or child care program with teachers who pay 
attention to quality.  They are part of an exciting new effort happening in the Bay Area, and across 
California, focused on giving more children the chance to have high quality care and education in their 
first years. 

Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz counties are partnering 
to raise the quality of early learning programs throughout the Bay Area. They are building a Quality 
Rating Improvement System (QRIS) that rates the quality of programs, helps teachers and directors 
improve their quality and helps parents to understand and choose quality programs. 

Hundreds of programs are participating in the QRIS project, including preschools, child care centers 
and family child care programs.
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What Quality Looks Like

Every parent wants the best education for his or her child, but not everyone may know what to look 
for. High quality programs offer:

 •  A safe and welcoming environment that was planned for a child’s learning
 •  Teachers who have more education and training
 •  Lots of fun activities that help your child learn
 •  Parents and families the opportunity to be involved

High quality teachers are always working to improve.  As part of the QRIS project, teachers are getting 
extra help so you may see new people in your child’s classroom to support quality. Some are there to 
watch how teachers teach and interact with the children, or to look at the classroom environment, and 
others are there to provide coaching and training to the teachers.
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Quality Matters

In your child’s first 5 years, his brain will develop more than 
at any other time of his life.  That’s why it’s important your 
child gets the best education possible during these years.  
Children in high quality early learning programs:
  
 •  Will be better readers
 •  Will get better grades in school
 •  Are more likely to graduate from high school and  
    go to college

Bay Area Counties Working to Improve the Quality of Child Care               May 2014

Learn More About Quality

Ask your child’s teacher about how they are working to improve your child’s program. To learn more 
about your county’s participation in the QRIS project, visit your local First 5 Commission’s website. 

First 5 Alameda
www.first5alameda.org

First 5 Santa Clara
 www.first5kids.org

First 5 Santa Cruz
www.first5scc.org

First 5 San Francisco
www.first5sf.org

First 5 Contra Costa
 www.firstfivecc.org

First 5 San Mateo
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/portal/site/first5

Being in a high 
quality program 

supports your child’s 
learning today and 
prepares him for a 

brighter future 
tomorrow.


